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WorldVenture team prays over map of Senegal 

 

Comprehension check of the book of Proverbs 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

A friend who teaches Wolof women about the 
Messiah. Her husband does the Wolof radio 

programs. 
 
 

  
 

 
Note: Nov. 20 to Dec. 1, I am traveling and will have infrequent access 
 
to email (escherm@worldventure.net). 
 
Headlines: (pictures attached for 1-2) 
1. Mamadou and I finished testing, with Ibrahima as our "audience," the  
first draft of Proverbs in Wolof on Monday Nov. 5. 
2. Tuesday Nov. 6, three days of annual field conference started with a  
day of prayer. 
3. 600 audio digital players holding the Wolof NT and Wolof radio  
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programs arrived early this week.   
4. Mary Anne and I plan to move to Thies this spring. The mission found  
us a house. 
5. Next week Monday, November 20, I leave for seven weeks in the U.S. 
6. Mamadou is accepted to study intermediate Hebrew at the Hebrew  
University in Jerusalem, Jan 20 to June 20. 
 
Stories: 
God's grace brought me through a stressful year. After Mary Anne was  
evacuated medically in March, by default, as the only WorldVenture  
person in Diourbel, I became the liaison between the mission and the  
Serer churches, in addition to supervising the translation work. By  
cutting back on sleep, I managed to get ready for the 2 Samuel  
consultant check. That took its toll. After being in an auto accident  
end of August (while being towed -- see last update, September), I came  
down sick the last half of September with a respiratory virus, the  
remnants of which I'm still fighting. Five of my colleagues made the 2.5  
hour drive from Dakar to Diourbel just to pray for me. I am thankful for  
a supportive team that puts gives priority to prayer. 
 
Mary Anne returns to Senegal with me January 10. Before she retires the  
spring of 2009, she plans to check and publish the discipleship  
materials she got translated into Serer, and orient Matt and Niki  
Paschall, who will be replacing her. The Paschalls are in language study  
in France, but plan to live in Thies when they come to Senegal next  
summer. So the mission would like us to move to Thies to facilitate  
their orientation. At first I didn't want to move, because of all the  
opportunities that opened for a witness after my car was stolen. But  
Thies is closer to Malika, where the Wolof translator lives, and a  
little cooler than Diourbel, and finding this house was providential.  
The house owner used to attend the discussions and gospel films in the  
Penneys' house across from the Thies high school, and Pastor Adama has  
known him for ten years. 
 
For praise and prayer: 
*The 2007 statistics are not all in, but the churches in the Baptist  
association report 387 people decided to follow Christ; 109 are being  
followed up in discipleship studies, and 47 were baptized. Three Serer  
youth accepted Christ at a "camp" in the pastor's house before school  
started. 
*Pray for the impact of the Wolof scriptures as we distribute them on  
audio digital players (Megavoice). 
*Pray that Gerald and Alice Harkins will soon be able to join the  
translation team, to help check the translation. They currently have 40%  
of their support (up from 28% last month)! 
*Pray that Dirka Stoessel, WEC missionary in Germany who is proofreading  
the first draft of the historical books, will regain her health and be  
able to return to Senegal on schedule. 
*The daughter of the Thies Baptist church pastor sits next to Pape  
Maguette at John Huffman School, staffed by teachers from the church.  
"She knows how to witness," says Pastor Adama. Adama went to college  
with Beng, Pape's father. 
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Personal notes: 
Nov 7, I enjoyed the visit of six prayer partners from churches in Ft.  
Worth, Texas, whose cruise ship stopped in Dakar port for a day. In  
December, my being home with Dad (age 92) will enable Mom (soon to be  
91) to attend the wedding of a granddaughter, in North Carolina. 
 
 
Coming events: 
Nov. 20 leave Senegal for Ft. Bragg, California's Grace Community Church  
(pastored by my brother Greg) for Thanksgiving; then to Seattle, to  
Honolulu Nov. 30 to Jan. 4, back to Seattle. 
Jan. 10 return to Senegal 
Jan. 19-20 Dedication of the chapel in Ngohe town, attended by two who  
helped build it, from ChurchontheHill San Jose. 
 
I'm thankful for YOU this Thanksgiving. 
 
Marilyn 
 
BP 416, 24022 - Diourbel, Senegal 
Telephone 011 221 33 971 12 08 (home) or 221 77 553 75 32 (mobile) 
 
Dec 1, 2007 - Jan 3, 2008 
507 Paopua Place, Kailua, HI 96734  Tel. 808 261 1041 
 
Email address, Senegal and USA escherm@worldventure.net  
<mailto:escherm@worldventure.net> 
 
Online giving at: 
www.worldventure.com <http://www.worldventure.com/> 
Senegal Special project 907 Wolof Bible translation 
and 944 Training in Hebrew of Bible translator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


